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1. A method of locating inforaiation sources in a network environment, 

comprising: 

5 providing a data structure comprising a plurality of nodes and a plurality 

of key phrases wherein each node relates to at least one key phrase and wherein each key 
phrase correspond to at least one web page; 

receiving a query containing at least one search term; 
searching the data structure for key phrases matching the search term; 
Q ^ providing a link to at least one web page corresponding to the malchmg 

key phrases; and 

providing a link to at least one node having a relation to at least one key 
phrase matching the search tenn whereby a user can browse the link from the node to 
ill find web pages related to the node. 
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2. Hie method recited m claim 1 wherein the data structure comprises a 
ij) hierarchical data structure wherein the pluraUty of at least two nodes have a parent child 

relationship. 

3. The method recited in claim 2 further comprising providing at least one 
link to a parent node of the at least one node whereby the user can browse on web pages 
related to the parent node. 



4. The method as recited in claim 1 wherem each node may con^rise a 

25 category. 

5. The method as recited in claim 1 whwein each node may comprise a 

concq}t. 
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6. The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the web pages are maintained 

by web sites. 

7. The method as recited in claim 6 wherein the web sites are part of an 



5 intranet. 



8. The method as recited in claim 6 wherein the web sites are part of the 

Ditemet 



^ ® 9. The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the data structure is 

O maintained by a search engine. 

iy 

10. The method as recited in claim 2 wherein the hierarchical data 
UJ structure is a directed gr^h. 
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1 1 . The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the query is a refined query 
selected from a set of nodes matching an initial search temi. 

12. A computer-ieadable medium bearing computer-readable instructions 
20 for carrying out the mefliod recited in claim 1 . 

13. A method for locating web sites in a computer network, comprising: 
providing a search term to a search engine; 

receiving aplurality of links to nodes related to the search torn wherein 
25 each node has a relation to a plurality of web pages; 

receiving a plurality of links to web pages related to the search term; 
whereby a user may select at least one link to a web page to display die related 
web page and select at least one link to nodes related to the search term to display a 
plurality of links to web pages related to the nodes. 
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categories. 



yf. The method as recited in claim 13 wherein said nodes comprise 



^5 

""^^ as recited in claim 13 wherein said nodes comprise 

concqjts. 

V"^ ^*™«*°<*««'«"tedinclaiml3whercinthefurthercomprising 
^ receiving at least two links for broaden nodes, said broaden nodes having a parent-child 

H 10 '■^lationshipwithoneanotherwhereinoneofsaidbroadennodeshasarelationshiptoth* 

u search tenn and wherein the other one of said broaden nodes has a parent relationship to 

Si the one of said broaden nodes whereby the user may select one of said broaden nodes to 

^ display at least one web page related to the selected broaden nodes 

p ^ ^ The method as recited in claim 15 wherein the parent-child 

g ^^'^i^'^Wpissuchthattheparontnodecompriseswebpageshavingabroadersc^ 

uj than the search tem, 

n. 

Si I? 

yr. The method as recited in claim 1 3 wherein the web pages are 
20 maintained by a web site. 

The method as recited in claim 17 wherein the web site is part of an 



intranet. 



3^ 

"^^ "^'^ ^ '^^^ in claim 17 wherein the web site is part of the 



Intonet. 



^ A computer-readable medimn bearing computer-readable instructions 
for carrying out the method recited in claim 13. 
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A system for locating web sites in a network, comprising: 
^ A server computer having a directory of nodes wherein at least one node 

contains a pluraUty of web sites related to a first concept and a category related to the 

V 5 fi«t concept and wherein the nodes are arranged in a hierarchical order such that a node 
\ havirig a concept narrower than the first concept is lower in the hierarchy and a node 

^ a concept broader than the first concepts is higher in the hierarchy; 

^ A client computer in communication with the server computer wherein 

^ ^ when the client computer communicates a search term related to the at least one node so 

□ 10 thatthecUentcomputerreceivesthepluraUtyofwebpagesandthecategoryrelatedtothe 
R at least one node. 

pa.. The system as recited in claim 21 wherein the network is an intranet 
The system as recited in claim 21 wherein the network is an Internet 

:£ 

^The system as recited in claim 21 comprising a second node wherein 
the second node is broader in concept than the at least one node 

^ The system as recited in claim 21 comprising a second node wherein 
the second node is nairower in concept that the at least one node 

The system as recited in claim 21 wherein the hierarchical order is in 
the fomi of a directed graph. 
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